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The Cottage News 

Well the blustery days of autumn are finally 
here and winter is around the corner.  The 
Cottage Children have been enjoying the 
unseasonably warm and sunny days.  We 
have been making note of all the changes in 
the seasons.  We have watched the leaves 
change color and gusts of wind blow them all 
over our yard and deck.  Those Practical Life 
skills of sweeping and raking have been put 
to good use. 

We areready to learn about the numerous 
holidays celebrated around the world this 
time of year.  In November we began 
discussing what it means to be ―thankful‖.  
One of our friends told us that she was 
thankful for butterflies!    

In keeping with this fall holiday we looked at 
Native American homes and crafts.  We 
introduced the fundamental needs of people 
and learned about ways that humans have 
taught themselves how to gather food and 
make shelter and clothing throughout time.  
We will finish our study of North America in 
November.  If any families have interesting 
items from our neighboring countries of 
Canada or Mexico we would love for you to 

Happy Holidays! 

The Language Room 

We are very busy learning our letter 
sounds at The Cottage.   
The Montessori Classroom breaks down 
the study of the English Language into 
three groups: short vowel sounds (pink 
series), consonant blends (blue series) 
and phonetic combinations (green 
series).  By moving through these 
materials systematically, the child is 
able to easily master the art of reading 
and writing in English.   

Most of us are still in the Pink series- 
where it all begins! All of the vowels 
introduced are short vowels such as ―a‖ 
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send them in with your child for a ―show 

and tell‖.   

In December we will prepare for the 
winter holidays of Christmas, Hanukah, 
Kwanzaa and New Year‘s Eve. We will 
learn about the winter solstice and how 
animals prepare for winter. Our 
continent focus will be Europe and we 
will begin our study of different habitats. 
We have several families with European 
connections and we would like to extend 
a warm invitation for you to visit The 
Cottage and share stories of other 
cultures!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In December we begin moving into our 
new building.  

Here we will host a ―Holiday Open 
House‖ on Thursday December 9th from 
6:00 – 7:30. We will enjoy a cookie 
exchange, Holiday Songs performed by 
the Cottage Children, and a chance to 
meet our new Toddler teacher ―Miss 
Caiti‖.  She is a certified Montessori 
Director with many years under her belt, 
and we know you will love her as much as 
we do.  Friends and family welcome! 

 

 

 

newsletter— something like "School 
News," or ―Back to School.‖ As you 
choose the title, also take time to 
think about the newsletter‘s theme. 
What important messages do you 
want to send parents and families? 

Next, establish how much time and 
money you can spend on your 
newsletter. These factors will help 

in ―cat‖, ―e‖ as in ―bed‖ or ―o‖ as on 
―hot‖.  We work very phonetically, 
and parents can help at this stage by 
talking about the ―sounds‖ letters 
make, as well as the letter ―names‖.  

In January we will begin having a 
―Sound of the Week‖.  We will 
encourage friends to bring objects 
from home highlighting this letter 
sound. Be sure to check your folder 
for news about which letter we are 
discussing! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sarah Brook &  Sarah Gar iba ld i   

Montessor i  Guides  

Upcoming 
Events 

 December 4th 
―Parkville‘s Christmas 
on the River‖ 5-9 PM 
downtown Parkville 

 
 December 9th  
Ribbon Cutting and 
Holiday Open House 
/Cookie Exchange 5-
7:30 PM 

 
 December 23-

January 3 
No school – Winter 
Break 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

October brought the final harvesting in 
the garden.  With the beautiful warm 
weather we enjoyed tomatoes until the 
end of the month!  
Picking pumpkins was a favorite activity 
and we were able to get a firsthand look 
at the life cycle of the pumpkin, having 
seeds, blooms, green and orange 
pumpkins all at once.  We talked about 
composting as a group and enjoyed our 
―Fall Clean-Up day‖ where we tore out 

From the Garden 

 

 

In the Kitchen 

“Education is 
a natural 
process which 
develops 
spontaneously 
in the human 
being and is 
acquired in 
virtue of 
experiences 
which the 
child acts on 
in his 
environment” 
 

- Maria 
Montessori  

 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 
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all the dead plants and put them in the 
composter.  We then learned how to 
turn the soil and cover it with hay for 
the cold winter months.  Our outdoor 
garden work will now focus on cracking 
corn for the birds, filling feeders, raking 
leaves and shoveling snow.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
children!  The kids spent a lot of time 
harvesting and washing the sprouts, and 
while the taste was not enjoyed by all, 
everyone had a good time with the 
preparation process!   As fall continues 
we will do many activities to prepare 
our garden and soil for winter.  Raking 
and hauling leaves is always a seasonal 
favorite in a Montessori classroom so get 
ready to invite your children to help 
with this task at home! 
 
 
 

 
The purpose of a newsletter is to 
provide specialized information to a 
targeted audience. A school newsletter 
can be a great way to develop a strong 
relationship with parents. 

First choose a short title for your 
newsletter— something like "School 
News," or ―Back to School.‖ As you 
choose the title, also take time to think 
about the newsletter‘s theme. What 
important messages do you want to 
send parents and families? 

Next, establish how much time and 
money you can spend on your 
newsletter. These factors will help 
determine how frequently you publish 
the newsletter and its length. 

Use the body of your school newsletter 
to keep parents apprised of major 
assignments and class events, as well as 
of any school district news.  

Our our tomatoes and peppers 
have slowed production, 

but t bow did 
we have a bumper crop of 
Brussels sprouts!  Everyone loved 
picking the sprouts off their 
strange, prehistoric looking 
stalks, some of which were as tall 
as our children.  The kids spent a 
lot of time harvesting and 
washing the sprouts, and while 
the taste was not enjoyed by all, 
everyone had a good time with 
the preparation process!   As fall 
continues we will do many 
activities to prepare our garden 
and soil for winter.  Raking and 
hauling leaves is always a 
seasonal favorite in a Montessori 
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                                           Science Corner 

 

Boy did we put our cooking skills to 
good use this month!  In preparation for 
the Thanksgiving Holiday we scrubbed 
potatoes and made homemade 
applesauce, butter and pumpkin bread. 

 
We read the ―Little Red Hen‖ in honor 
of the harvest season and enjoyed 
making homemade whole wheat ―Little 
Red Hen Bread.  Our favorite meal of 
the month was our ―Thanksgiving Feast‖ 

The children grated cheese, mashed 
potatoes, made corn casserole, and 
enjoyed making and tasting cranberry 
sauce with orange zest. What a 
delicious day! 
All of our friends went home with 
leftovers to share.  If you haven‘t 
returned your white plate, please do so 
this week.  We like to reuse! 

 
 
 
 
 
newsletter— something like "School 
News," or ―Back to School.‖ As you 
choose the title, also take time to think 
about the newsletter‘s theme. What 
important messages do you want to 
send parents and families? 

Next, establish how much time and 
money you can spend on your 
newsletter. These factors will help 
determine how frequently you publish 
the newsletter and its length. 

Use the body of your school newsletter 
to keep parents apprised of major 
assignments and class events, as well as 

 

Absorption experiments have been a 
favorite in the month of November.  
Here children carefully place drops of 
water on a tray and use cotton balls to 
absorb the drops.  This simple work with 
beautiful colored water is done over and 
over again.  

 The life cycle of the pumpkin was 
studied with great enthusiasm, and we 
used our scientific observation skills to 
watch for weather and season changes. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cracking corn for the 

birds 
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Math has been a favorite activity as we 
enjoyed seasonal math work, (adding 
pumpkins) and counting beautiful leaves 
on the line.   
Some of our older friends have 
discovered the Montessori multiplication 
work, and our younger friends watch 
eagerly as they do this advanced work.   
 
 
 

Math Works 

highlighted using the ―Golden Bead‖ 
material.  A popular game is ―fetch and 
carry‖ as children work in pairs choosing 
a wooden numeral for a friend who then 
gathers the appropriate amount of 
thousand cubes, hundred squares, ten 
bars and units that make up that 
numeral.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The purpose of a newsletter is to 
provide specialized information to a 
targeted audience. A school newsletter 
can be a great way to develop a strong 
relationship with parents. 

First choose a short title for your 
newsletter— something like "School 
News," or ―Back to School.‖ As you 
choose the title, also take time to think 
about the newsletter‘s theme. What 
important messages do you want to 
send parents and families? 

Next, establish how much time and 
money you can spend on your 
newsletter. These factors will help 
determine how frequently you publish 
the newsletter and its length. 

Use the body of your school newsletter 
to keep parents apprised of major 
assignments and class events, as well as 
of any school district news.  

Cold and flu season has officially 
arrived.  We practice proper hand 
washing techniques such as sudsing with 
the soap for twenty seconds.  Children 
can sing ‗The Alphabet song‖ to help 
them understand how long they should 
scrub before they rinse.  We learn how 
to cough into our elbows instead of our 
hands as a grace and courtesy to those 
around us 
.   
At the cottage we follow the 
recommendations of the CDC in regards 
to illness.  As a reminder, please allow 
at least 24 hours before returning your 
children to school after the last incident 
of vomiting/diarrhea and make sure 
that your child has been fever free 
without the use of medication for a full 
24 hours as well.  This helps keep our 
community happy and healthy while our 
immune systems mature!   
 
 
 

On the Home Front 

 
The cold weather reminds us to dress 
warmly.  We believe that fresh air is 
very important for development and try 
to go outside in all weather, however 
briefly.  Please send clothes suitable for 
the inclement weather so that everyone 
may be together outside.   

 
 60 degrees and above- 

coat optional 

 50-60 degrees light 
jacket or sweatshirt 

 40- 50 warm coat 

 Below 40 degrees     -
warm coat, hat, mittens 
required 

 Snow  - warm coat, hat 
mittens, snow boots, 
snow pants 

 Rain- raincoats, 
waterproof jackets or 
ponchos, and rain boots 
please no umbrellas! 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Many of our children are still learning how to dress and undress 
themselves.  While at home, it is much easier for parents to dress 
their children for them.  Encourage your children to do this very 
important task for themselves!  As they demonstrate this for you, 
check your child‘s clothes for ease of movement.  Often, children‘s 
clothing has buttons and snaps that are too difficult for small hands 
to manipulate, especially along the waistline.  The best pants for 
children at this age have an elastic waist all the way around, and 
are easy for them to pull up and down on their own.  Underpants 
should be on the larger side, so that they don‘t have to struggle on 
their way to the potty! 
  
Watch your child put on their shoes. If it is a two person job to get 
them on, it may be time to move up a size.  Those little feet grow 
fast!  The children take great pride in being able to do things for 
themselves, and that feeling of confidence in their abilities carries 
over to other tasks.  Setting them up for success with clothing they 

can maneuver can sidestep frustration! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 

 

In December we begin moving into our 
new building.  

Here we will host a ―Holiday Open 
House‖ and   ribbon cutting for our new 
building on Thursday December 9th from 
5:00 – 7:30. We will enjoy a cookie 
exchange, Holiday Songs performed by 
the Cottage Children, and a chance to 
meet our new Toddler teacher ―Miss 
Caiti‖.  She is a certified Montessori 
Director with many years under her 
belt, and we know you will love her as 
much as we do.   

The Children will sing on our new stage 
at 6:00, followed by a demonstration by 
Miss Autumn and her Upside Down- Time 
kids.  Mr. Michael from Upstage talent 
will be there to meet parents and his 
class will perform at 6:30.  If you would 
like your child to join Mr. Michael for 
music and movement in December 

On the Horizon 

 

Parkville Children’s 
Cottage  

5215 NW Crooked Rd. 
Parkville, Mo. 

64152  

(816) 587-9700 

 

Email: 
administration@parkvillechildrenscottage.com 

We‘re on the Web! 
www.parkvillevchildrenscottage.com 
www.themontessoricottage.typepad.com 

A Montessori 
Approach to Early 

Childhood 

Parkville Children‘s 

Cottage 

30 Mill St  

Parkville, Mo. 

64152 

 

please send a check for him in your 
child‘s folder (make payable to Upstage 
Talent). 

Bistro kids will also be on hand to 
answer questions about our lunch and 
farm 2 school programs.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday brings our first visit from Mr. 
Rick the librarian from Mid Continent 
public library.  We are always glad to 
host him for story time.  He brings 
instruments and puppets for this 
musical and interactive visit as well as a 
whole new bag of books to enjoy at the 
Cottage.   
 
October is conference time.  We will 
send home information and have signup 
sheets during drop-off beginning 
October 1st.    We can‘t wait to swap 
stories of your children and talk about 
what they are doing at school.   

 
Some interest in a Parent Teacher 
Organization has been expressed.  If 
there are parents willing to put this 
together, please email us at school and 
let us know.   

 
Look for information about ―Bistro Kids‖ 
to come home in your child‘s folder.  
We are currently in negotiations to 
partner with this local company who 
provides schools with locally sourced, 
organic food.  We will be hosting an 
informational evening where they can 
tell us about their program and parents 
can sample food and ask questions.  To 
learn more check out their website: 
www.bistrokids.com 

 

  

 

http://www.parkvillevchildrenscottage.com/
http://www.bistrokids.com/

